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The Athenian Mercury: 


Spaturday, March 4. 1693 


—_—_ 


uelt. 1. Think my felf Oblig’d to tell you, what effect 
be I eke 7a concerning Duels Queft. 2. Whether the practice of Religion be inconfi/tens 
had upon my fighting Friend —I fhow'dbim witha Military Life? and whether Soldiers of all men ought 
what you faid to’t, but he’s fill of the fame mind, becaufehe not to take the greareft Care of their Souls, fince they continu- 
fays they mujft Fight, or be ill looke upon in the Camp— All ally put their Bodies in {uch danger ? 
that Ican bring him to, and others in the {ame Circum/tan- An{w. For the firft, Let's fee what the Author of our 
ces, is, that they will not fight with him who won't fight Religion himfelf tells us, ina Declaration of his, penn’d by 
with them, which I confefs is a notable progre{s in Chriftia- one of his Servants; ’tis in the r1th. of the Hebrews, 
nity, and yer fuch a piece of Morality, as they do not a Lit- where we have the Examples of thofe Heroes record- 
tle value themlelves upon. However, they told me a Project ed, (no doubt for our Imitation ) who tho’ they fub- 
that wou'd infallibly root out this Cuftom of Duelling ; and dued Kingdoms, yet alfo wrought Righteoufnefs, and 
that is, if bis Majefty woud pleale immediately to Cafheer both by Faith. Twas thefe Men, who, as that Divine 
any Perfon who drew upon another,.— This they fay woud Writet goes on, obtzin'd Promifes, ( that one fhou'd ahale 
certainly do beyond all the Arguments in the World, and they a thoufand ) ftopped the mouths of Lyons ; tearing them in 
think nothing elle. I told ‘em this was in Effect already Pieces as they others, ii the violence of fre; con- 
done, by bis Majefty’s fevere Order againft Duels, they an- quer'd even Nature ic felf, efcaped the edge of the Sword ; 
foer'd, that figmfyd little, fince ‘twas feldom or never put in when encompafs'd round with innumerable Deaths, 
Execution. I told em I was forry the Frowns of an Earthly fought theit way thro’ them all, and got off with Safe- 
Prince, and 4 Uttle worldly Intereft how'd weigh more with ty and Honour, out of weakne/s were made ftrong ; when 
‘em than tbe Threats and Punifbments of the King of Kings, faint with the glorious Toil of War, recciv’d ftrengch 
and the apparent danger of their Eternal Ruine. It’s from above, waxed valiant in fizht ; felt within their 
true, my Friend bas acceptcd a {ubmiffion from the Per{on Breafts {uch an invincible Ardour, that they no more 
who gave the Affront, but I find ‘twas not from a principle knew how to fear than to yield, and no wonder then 
of Relizion he forgave him, but purely becaufe his darling they turned to flight the Armies of the Aliens ; conquer’ 4g 
Cujtom has made it fufficient. ———From the whole Relati- and trampled down all thofe curfed Amalekites, thofe 
on give me leave t0 ask you 4 Queftion or two more, to vin- Uncircumcis’d Philiftines that wou'd deslroy the Heritage 
dicate Religion from the Alperfions they fometimes in their of the Lord. And now let any one Judge whether Reli- 
arguing cajt uponit: As gion be inconfiftent with a Military Life, whether ic 
makes men Cowards ; nay, whether the Chriftian Relj- 
1. Whether it be not a great (candal upon Religion, toaf- &'0n does fo, which propofes to its Followers fuch Ex« 
firm, it makes Men Gowards ? amples as thele, which were imitated by Constantine 
An{e. We wou'd never with thofe who don’tthink 9d his Chriftian Soldiers, who tho they durft not ftir 
it fo, fhou’d fight better for their Countrey ( we won't before, yet when once they got @ Prince of their own 
go fohigh as Fofhua and the Muccabees, but) than the © fight under, foon baffled that old Wolf and Fox Li- 
Veres, the Sidneys, and many other brave Mea ourGrand- ¢#"44s, and ina few years conquer’d not only particu- 
fathers ufed to talk of for beating al} before “em in Hol- lar Kingdoms, but even the whole Roman World. 
land, tito ofien engag’d againft ten times their num- For the other part of the Queftion, Whether Soldi- 
ber; thele were known to be Virtuous and Religious — FS of all Men ought not to take the greateft Care of 
Our prefent Soldiets are Englifhmen as weil as they, ‘heir Souls, fince they continually put their Bodies in 
and let fatal Sccenkirk witnefs, not lefs brave than their ‘uch danges ; the latter fufficiently proves the former : 
great Foretathers: What is't then they want to make To all but fuch of em as think they’ve no Souls, whith 
’em as fucce(sful, befides their Religion? This is certain, ‘there are any do, that General who pre ’em 6 d. 
that no Man ought to be daring, or can be properly 4 day for the Service of their Bodies, wil 
valiant, without that Qualification. True Fortitude js ard bargain on’e. 
grounded upon Prudence, as all other Virtues are, with- 


valiant when they ruth upon certain Death — Prudence the right way to Victory, whether 4 Vicious Soldier do tot 
therefore teaches Fortitude never to feek invincible dan- ore prejudice the Caufe be fights for by bis Debaucheriess 
ger, thoif that finds us, and its not to be avoided, to than help it by bis Sword ? 

bear it handiomely, and dye glorioufly. Ifthis holds  Anfm. Tis fo clear a cafe that he does, that we be- 
even as to this World, how much more ought it inre- lieve We fhou'd not be Enemies to our Countrey, if 
ipeét of another ; and how is’t poffible for a vicious We with'd the French had all our Rakehells among ‘em 
Man to be truly Valiant, who dares be damn'd, when he (0 make the moft of *em, efpecially if we had bone/t men 
might handfomely avoid it? Buc fince Audzcity and in their room ;——* At leaft we heartily defire, and 
daring more than others is generally miftaken by Eng- are fure every Good Englifhman is of the fame Mind, 
Lithmen for true Valour, tis eafie, We think, to prove that thofe who are not fo Zod a“ they fhowd be, wou'd 
that « Religious mam can dare more than any, we mean grow betzer, and be’ fatisfied, as they ought to be, ;thae 
asto ftanding or meeting that Bugbear Death ; or what's Virtue and Religion only can give the true meafures of 
as dreadful. We believe we may compare him inthis Honour, which if they follow’d, wou'd, whether they 
particular with che moft defperate Irreligious Wretch live or dye, make ’em Conquerors. —-Andthus much of 
that ever threw away his Soul, wichout confidering the Military Queftions. 

the Worth on't, for al] chat fuch a one can hope for is 

Honour it he (capes, if he falls, that he fhali be no- Quett. 4. Whether a Perfon that never faw Rome, nor 

thing : But a Good man has at Jeaft the fame expedtati- Chrift Incarnate, bave the fame certainyy of the Laster thas 

On of Honour with the other, and can look yet further, be bas of the former ? 

and ice a glorious Profpeét beyond the narrow dark Anfw. He has a fufficient Certainty, tho’ not in all re- 

breach, and other manrer of Palms and Laurels in a fpeéts exaétly the. fame. For Example, we have a9 

better World, efpecially if he falls in fuch a Caufe as fufficient moral Certainty that there were {uch Pertons 

any brave man wou'd almoft With to dye in ———The formerly as Auguftus and Nero, as we are now thae 

Detence of Europe, and the Faith, the humbling of there fuch at prefent exifting in the World as King ¥il- 

France, and the Honour of Exgland. iam, and King Lewis; that is, we have all manner of 


Cor- 


———— ee 


havea very ~—-8 


out which we may fav a mad Bull, or a wild Boar are Queft. 3 If the practice of Religion, as it certaindy is; b Or A 


certainty in the tormer Cafe, that the thing is capable 
ot, and we cau have no more in the latter, tho’ for 
one we may have a /rvirg Eye-witneffes, which vve han’t 
for the other: But that inequality is, We think, more 
then over-billanc’'d in the Cate of our Saviour by the 
Deaths of fo miny thoufancs, ( let the Number of Mar- 
tyre be never (0 much leffen’d) on pnrpofe to Confirm 
the Truth of his Dodrine, which to be fure included his 
Exifunce, but we can’t expeét that any Man fhou’d be 
willing to dyz only to prove there is at prefent fuch a 
Tirant as the French King, or fuch a City as Kome — 
whereas on the contrary, we are affur’d by Hniverfal 
Tradition among many Millions of Men, and the concur- 
rent Jeltimony of Books, which we know to be genuine, 
in al! Ages, that very many Perfons have actually 
futor 1 Death for the Truths of Fefus, which ‘twere ridi- 
culous to fuppole ’em fo mad to do, many of ‘em Phi 
lofophers and Princes, if they had not been fufficient/y cer- 
tzin of tie Mutter of Faét, and that there had been fuch 
a Per(on tor whole fake they fuffer'd. 


Queft. 5. When may we expet a purluit of that 
Projet {o wel. begun, and {o foon neglected, viz. A Chal- 
lenge to Vice and Atheifm? Icannot Imagin thar Per- 
fons of ——~——~ can let fall {uch a Ufeful Defign, and yet 
I admive at the flovene{s of the Performance ? 

An{w. That Projeét fhall be purfu’d when the Ezx- 
couragement we meet with Deferves it — and perhaps a 
litcle fooner — tho’ ’tis of fuch a Nature, that any one 
may ive it requires Time to manage it as it ought to be 


done. 


Queft. 6 Whether Death be Natural or Preternatural ? 

An{w. There’s a Natural Death, and an appointed 
Time, and a Preternatural Caufe of Death, and Vio- 
lent Death, yet the Act of Dying is Natural. 


Queft. 7. How far a Man may Recede from his own 
vight ? 
aa As far as Concerts with Charity, Peace, Self- 
pretervation, and the. Good and Prefervation of others. 
Man has a Right by Nature uato his own Life, firft to 
preferve that, then by the Law of Nature to preferve 
others, according to their Relation unto us, exigencies, 
and others in wants, yet God has not given any Man 
his Life to give away, or tobe at the difpofe of any 
Perfon upon Earth, upon Condition that he fhall be 
protected and preferved. We cannot fo far recede from 
our Right, to give another the Power over our Lives, 
bat upon Conditions ; therefore for a fuperiour Good 
to others, we may part with our Right in Nature, or 
Jay down our Lives, it being in nothing contrary to any 
Law in Nature ; For 4 good Man fome may dye, 8c. and fo 
pemporciqnes to all things he has a legal Property and 
ignt unto, he may recede from his Right, as before 
laid. 


Queft. 8. A Gentlewoman {aw the Apparition of 4 Gen- 
tleman at the top of the Stairs, likewife’at the Bottom of the 
Stairs, he being abroad, and fhe very confident he was at 
fome diftance from the Houle, it was in the Day-time: Tour 
Opinion is defir'd om this Subjedt ? 

An{w. Many fuch Inftances might be given, fome of 
late Years, that Perfons have been reprefented while 
alive, which generally prefages the Death of the Per- 
fon, being Monitory Repretentations. 


Queft. 9. Gentlemen, I bave the Ill Fortune to be Mar- 
ried t0 a Man, whofe Extravagance is juch, that I am re- 
duc’d to @ miferable Condition, he hath for fome Tears Lat 
pzft wholly neglected bis Trade, and {pent bis Money and 
Time, Day after Day, and Night after Night, in the Compa- 
ny of lewd Women, cauflef{sly leaving bis Family to want 
Bread, as we have often done, and all the Perlwafions of 
Wife, Children or Friends, have been pent in vain to re- 
clatm bim : I have very lately difcovered the aboad of one of 
bis Harlols, whofe Lodging be did often frequent, and paffed 
for ber Husband many times: He wik often magnifie bis 
Woores before my Face with all the aggravating Circumftances 
imaginable, feeking alt he can to abufe me, and I bave often 


with Patience bore the black Characters of his Indignaticn - 
We now talks of lelling bis Goods, and fo to leave me, which 
indeed is the lat Effort: And now my Requeft to you is, Whe. 
ther I were not bepter to take away {uch of the Goods as may 
be of Ufe for me and my Child in bis abjence, and go from 
bim, or ftay sill he hath Confounded all and goes from me ? 
Or what other Advice can you give a miferable Woman, al- 
mot Diftracted with the Cruel Dealings of an untoward 
Husband ? and thus Ihave given you a brief but a true Ac- 
count of my Condition, and do earneftly defire your {peedy An- 
{wer, which I hope you will nos deny your afflitted Queri(e, 

Anfw. If it be real, its miferable, yet common, bute 
generally Women in thefe Conditions, when they are 
advifed, fo asthey may redrefs themfelves and their 
Children, by applying themfelves to the Parifh, who 
can fecure him or the Goods in that Gafe for the Wife 
and Child, as ought to be. The Women cry, It is my 
Husband, ( tho’ he anfwers not the End of a Husband ) 
that they had rather Complain, and pride in Complain- 
ing, but never or feldom feek really to redre{s them- 
felves, which makes fuch il] Husbands. 


All the reft of the Ladies Queltions fhall be 
Anfwer'd next Tuefday and Saturday, &c. 


Adbertifements. 


There is now Publifh'd 


He Agreement in Dottrine a- 
| mong the Diffenting Minifters 
in London : Sub{crib’d Decemb. 16. 1692. 
Printed for Thomas Cockerill at the three 
Lepgs over againlt Stocks market, and 
John Duaton at the Ravew iu the Posi- 
Erey. 


or 


CF “Y"He COMPLE AT LIBRARY, Vol. 2. Contain 

ing an Hiftorica] Account of the Choice/e Books 
newly Printed in England and in the Forreign Journals, 
as alfo the State of Learning in the World. To be Pub- 
lifh’'d Monthly. This for Fanuary. The Compleat Libra- 
ry for February is now in the Prets, and will be Publith’d 
in a few deyes. Printed for Fobn Danton at the Ra- 
ven in the Poultrey. 


Books now in the Prefs, Printed for John Dun- 
ton. 


AY Earne{t Call to Family Catechifing and Reformation 

By a Reverend Divine. Several Minifters and pri- 
vate Chriftians perufing this Piece, earneftly moved for 
its Publication, which the Reverend Author at Jength 
Confenting to, the fellowing PROPOSAL is now made 
for the more general difperfing of it ; viz. That whatever 
Gentlemen will be fo Publick {pirited, as to give Fifty 
of ‘em away, they fhall have that number delivered :o 
‘em for Twenty Shillings fticcht up in Blew Paper, and 
ready Cut; but as for others who buy lefler numbers, 
chey muft not expect °em under Six Pence per Bick. 


He Duy of Fubilee; or a Plain and Praética} Dil- 
courfe of the Saints Gathering together, and of 
their Meeting the Lord of Glory at his fecond Coming; 
on 1 The. 4. 17- By Fobn Brandon, Reétor of Finchamjiea 
In Berks. 
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the Raven in the Poultrey, 169}: | 


